Legitimating Jewish Identity Amidst Chaos: Zionist Public Diplomacy by Stoler, Rudy
54 55









Second Intifada of the early 2000s, and most recently in the lead-up to the unilateral Palestinian statehood bid in 
2011. These events provided the motivation for the mutually supportive activities of legitimating Jewish identity 
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individuals, they stirred debates within the Jewish community about the proper role of public diplomacy. These 
GHEDWHVDQGWKHSXEOLFGLSORPDF\SURGXFHGE\WKHLUSDUWLFLSDQWVUHÀHFWHGVKDUHGQDWLRQDOXQGHUVWDQGLQJVRIWKH




This article observes the roots motivating fundamental shifts in how diplomats understand the role of public 
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diverse opinion and lively debates on the topic. Their debates tend to intensify around events that threaten 
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identity as a nation apart and as a nation with an international purpose. As the case studies show, these responses 
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causes with such universal principles as human rights, justice, democracy, and international norms. 





words, the diplomats must sustain an image of a Jewish nation protecting its own communities while behaving as 
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of human rights, both Jewish and non-Jewish.






seconds later, the boy collapsing. Blame and condemnation immediately fell on the IDF, which largely failed 
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difference between Israeli and Palestinian children.    In this sense, he is not only committed to defending Israel 
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The psychological implications of this life resonate with college students in a radically different way than dry news 
reports and underlines the importance of Israeli self-defense as a means of protecting human rights.
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to expose youth to Jewish literacy and to cultivate an appreciation for Israel, Jewish history, and Jewish values. Author interview, Daniel 
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